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Andrew Marvell, by Augustine Birrell : English Men of Letter, c 
(Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 2/- net). We are indebted to Mr. Au.S 
Birrell for giving us not only a careful and critical estimate of Andrew m ne 
poet scholar, traveller, diplomat, wit. Member of Parliament ; but a i 
illuminating for us one of those side lights on history which make it° 
to us. It is not until we know with some intimacy a person who has r^' 
*e can be said to know that nerir»o . Uve d 


— . - fwwu wno h as 

in a given period, that we can be said to know that period. An inf ° 
friend and colleague of Milton, who lived through the eventful years bet” 1 ^ 6 
1621 and 1678, through the Restoration that is and almost till the Revol p**” 
is a case in point ; and we think Mr. Birrell has done well to treat v,!' 10 "' 


1621 
is a 


- — - o — me Kevolutin 

case in point ; and we think Mr. Birrell has done well to treat Mar *’ 

rattier from the stand point of a notable personage in the history of his cou T^ 1 
than from exclusively that of the man of letters. 1 1 is, perhaps, rather start] ^ 
to meet with him as a steadfast politician, who declines to modify his v‘ 
upon any inducement from the Government. We know the stor of' 6 "^ 
proffered bribe, which, whether it be true or not, reflects the public^ o°’ ^ 
as to the uprightness of Marvell. It is said that the Lord Treasurer £ Pm . 10n 
having got wind of his integrity and spirit, called to renew acquaint an ^ 
in his garret as an old school-fellow. At parting he slipped into his halq 
out of pure affection, an order upon the Treasury for £1,000, and departel 
Marvell called him back, and calling his servant boy, said “ Tack rhini , i 

had I for dinner yesterday i •• ■■ Don't you remember, si, , 
ot mutton ? * Very right, child ; what have I for dinner to-day ? ” “ Don - t 

you know sir ? you bid me lay the blade bone to broil.” “ M y Lord do von 
hear that ? Andrew Marvell’s dinner is provided, there is^our pfece of 

poet ’ Ancf 'it l • A ' Ul v’* 1S the man W ® know chiefl y as the garden 

maners of D n w 7' Cntl ® lsm on life that the man of affairs, full of 

“green thought iiTa^ ? kls day> has done more for posterity by his. 

». by aM his bust,ine —"4* 

But he, too has his „win * Marve11 1S never tiresome I will not assert. 

compass of our poetry th^reT 0 ^//’ ^ they ^ ^ hiS ° WIU In tlle whole ' 
and woods of meads anrl * 110 Ung c f ldte ^e Marvell’s love of gardens- 
-t borrowed T ^ “ * * love -t learnt fronfbooks, 

ft’is all sheer enjoyment S * 1S not mtIu lged in to prove anything. 

Curb d mT\ ye f W00dbines - in your twines ; 

Curb meab°ut,. y e gadding vines, 

That ^ ' S ° d ° Se y ° Ur Circles lace - 

But W 7 ^ kave this P‘ ace! 

Ere I vL y °\ etterS prove 100 "oak, 

£ 6 I your sdken bondage break 

_ A ° d y ° U> ° brambles, chain me too, 

That Mr. Birrell has • ’ ° Urteous - brlars . mU me through.’” 

without saying ■ but he has tr kook ' chamiingjfor its literary style, goes 
“'""tes called fot ” *>“ <«a,ed his subiec, with the gravity and 

C*m« t„ , ht y 0 2 » an epoch. 

Mr '' r edltedby Louise CreightowM fr ° m the letters of Mandeel Creighton, 
tee fon 8 '“ 0 “ •*. tee S “°J MeSSrs - Longmans, Green a Co.. 2/6 net). 
in thV rS “ t0 the children wb Ptl ° nal Service in giving to the world 
tehe words ot „e r dedica,“ n ^° m he and we cannot doubt that. 

We are chilc Een may teach coura g e and love n0t 

ro °ms of tl f e ? the Production that^M, ltUdeS ° f thou 8 htful boys and gid "' 
mouses wLere he visit - i 16 WOldd penetrate into the school' 

• and make friends with the governesses, 
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and give delightful history lessons to teacher and pupils together But he 
was as ready for a game as for a lesson, and had an unfailing capacitv for 
romping and talking nonsense, as well as for telling stories. He loved a so 
to direct the studies of some of the older girls amongst his friends, and would 
^ books to read, and look nvpr 


, . 17 r wrote at his suggestion.^ 

It is well that we should get a few gleanings from the counsels of this children’s 
friend. Every extract is full of the ripe wisdom, fine sanity, genial kindliness 
and generosity which we have learned to associate with the name of Bishop 
Creighton. A few sentences taken at random will show the quality of a 
book in which every sentence has weight and worth, as well as cheery common- 
sense. “ I don’t know what you would call a regular life, but I mean by it, 
a life in which one habitually breakfasts at 8. Try as you will to escape h, 
that one fact pins you down to hopeless regularity ; the whole day must 
centre round that. • • • • Decidedly, happiness consists in loving, not 
in being loved. M “ I don’t think you ought necessarily to seek a meaning 
in Goethe’s poems, or in any work of art.” . ...” If you think somewhat 
you will find that the past only gives experience, the future holds out a goal 
before us, but past and future alike are useful only as a means to make us 
better in the present.” “ I have never yet answered your question about 
Renan’s Vie de Jesus — because I did not know what to say. I never read 
it myself, so don’t know anything about it : I am opposed to protection, 
as you know : but, on the other hand, I am opposed to reading a book 
because it is naughty or unorthodox.” There are few occasions in the lives 
of the young which one or other of these counsels does not touch, and we 
think the book would be greatly valued as a gift, about the time of 
Confirmation, say. 

Life and Times of Girolamo Savonarola , by Professor Pasquale \ illari 
(T. Fisher Unwin, London, 2/6 net). We have to thank Mr. Fisher Unwin 
for this very cheap reprint of a biography of extraordinary value. It is 
probable that next after Dante, Savonarola is the personage in Italian history 
whose name awakens associations of the greatest interest for English readers. 
We have read Romola, we have visited San Marco, we ha\e stood on t e 
spot where this Jeremiah of modern history suffered, and those of us who 
have not read Professor Villari’s illuminating biograpln will rejoice 
in his pages that all that they imagined of eloquence, sagadty, pa no is 
exalted piety, and magnificent integrity, is less than t le ru • * fect 

portrayal is all the more convincing because the aut lor gives 
hero, no immaculate martyr, but a man whose 

do but enlist our sympathy, while they in no way hag written 

of his character and the greatness of his caree . period before 

his work in Florence with the numerous than 

his eyes, and we know that in following t is i c s - ’ strength and 

any romance, we are guided by an authority f who has ^J^ y \ e]ieve 
patience to explore and re-explore origma au^ ^ ^ George Eliot suggested, 
we have the truth about Savonarola. \v T t us hear Professor 

chalk the spots upon the ox led to the s au& 1 * f evidence, he says of 

Villari’s conclusion ; after the most laborious si fie( j , re hgion — and 

Savonarola : “ To his faith in virtue vir ue ^ in j t s cause, 

sanctifying freedom, he dedicated hi* 'V° .paknesses notwithstanding ; he 
superstitions, blunders, hallucinations, ant . ^ 0 f which he is an essential 


therefore stands out from the Italian Renaissa > Q £ ma rtyrdom ; and 

part, in heroic proportions and irradiatec vi^ t heir admiration for him 

so long as men have faith in virtue, t)U o storv of a man, however 
endure ” But we have more here than the hfe-sto > 
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eminent ; we have, as it were, a cross-section, exhibiting the^h^TP' 
of Florence during the most profoundly interesting period of her v Hfe 
The line clarity of the author’s style, and the simplicity and dire , tor }'- 
his method, give us an exemplary work admirably rendered intor S 0f 
.ord Beacons field, by T. P. O’Connor, M.P. (published by T. Fid h ' nglisl i. 


2/6 


ethod, give us an exemplary woik aumiraDiy rendered into p of 
Lord Beaconspeld, by T. P. O’Connor, M.P. (published by T. Fish? English . 
net). We cannot congratulate the publishers - heartily ,,LP nw * n • 
e of this volume, uniform with the last ; another extraordin i P ° n tlle 


net). we cannot cungicnuiciic me puuxibiiers as heartily vvl u. 

value of this volume, uniform with the last ; another extraordina "| P ° n the 
reprint of a well-known work which has arrived at its eighth ed 'i^ Cllea h 
not exactly “a brilliant study,” as the announcement claims it • l ° n ’ 
rate an exceedingly interesting and readable study of a very aOnf ** &ny 
not always satisfactory personage ; but ‘ acrimonious ’ is the word tj lat aCtlve ’ lf 
itself as the reader turns over page after page. We feel that the ^ S ’ Igges ts 
not got his subject in focus. Punch knew his ‘ Dizzy ’ better a ° r ^ as 
fact that week after week the Premier was made a contributor to ° d , tlle 

of nations, shows that England, as represented by her Punch found 6 g£Uety 
to delight her in the acute intellect and infinite resourcefulness Q f S ° methin R 
Tory leader. The country knew him for a ‘ poseur,' but suspected H 
his later years anyway, the posing was on the surface while at th» , ' m 

was a loyal-hearted, level-headed statesman of unique ability. t0m 

Life Religious Opinions and Experiences of Madame Guyon bv Thon 
C. Lpham new edition (H. R. Allenson, 6/- net) Is it L 1 -a lhonias 
•h« teaching and the iives of the mystics ace being , ro gh/befot/”' 
now, or is it one indication of that swing of the J i , T 5 * us J ust 
to the spiritual which we can verify by many signs “ Thf°“ ^ matCrial 
of Mr. Upham’s work is that autobiography ^ S ° UrCU 

command of her spiritual director; if is what is c^d Z by 

day, a “human document ” of extraordin^ f d ln , the cant of the 

no one did more than she to spread the dn V mter _ est ’ Xt 1S not on ly that 
and to illustrate these doctrine b a ? ^ uietism ” in France ' 
many souls, but also she is an hist™ • , C CVOUt ent husiasm which kindled 
Pascal, and Arnold, able to uphold h ^ personage - the friend of Feneton, 
and Bossuet. We need not fear a p ° Wn “ con troversy with Louis XIV. 
Madame de Guyon’s Quietism should and L ° uis aflected to do, that 

ind Scot exhibits with bitter 6 Way f° r antinomianism of the 

sensibility of Madame Guvon’s n f ^ F °°dstock ; but the emotional 

popularity of her teaching i n Fnd U ? haS perha P s interfered with the 
0ut ^eing consciously humblerf f? Fut ^ ew w ill read this volume 

to «.U, worn,,,. As J n h e “™“ e . d e the faith, patience, anti piety of 

counsel we must cite '*“>P le <* >'« wisdom and power to give ghostly 
<° >* or dained t add "*«d to a young man 

in sltuatlon to which you are call a ”/' 3 P ' tvjn in the responsible and 
“amt “T* 8 ' the purpose o ^' Sh ° Ul<1 nev “ P« a <* ostentatiously I 

you 2' T Preach n°‘ *° w “? t°»r intellectual power, your 

the Cosnt’ t S Wel1 as how you Drea P l. ain F S ' mple manner - Be careful what 
youSS °' ' he O^ Cod A h r “ Ch nothi "S but the Gospel- 

way OS, I, “ as a kingdom nearat'lia a e * ceedin 8 , y desirable, that 

j* Hist ° y y L-Z7 t i:v e alised now - 5 as something not a great 

Notices o^TaT ? hiS Serm °ns. TransI^ Doc j oy J oh n Tauler, of Strasbourg, 
by ChJes S er s Life a "d Tim e r b v ^ ^ th « German, with Additional 
se ems to havp ^ ^ Allenson ^ sanna ^Vinkworth, and a preface 

ftmte, aw,* '2“ ' "«)• The fourteenth century 

Lollards, and and hel1 our ** ° f Spintual Lfe which produced 

th *t German school of m T Wycliff with h i s of 

ystics known as the Friends of God 
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becauses a conscious living intimacy with God was the sole t^i , 
to their body. Of these. Tauler is perhaps the best known in F 
+ he first place, because Miss Susanna Winkworth introduced tho F i v ! m 

: and next * i . -uglish 


done 


to him by her translation ; and next because Dr !^ ' 

tn crarner the treasure? , ... nas 

ion{ 

enterprise ” on the part of Mr. Allenson. and also that 'h/u-ZT an love” 
smritlial books a yreat K.. „ ^ Auvers 


SO much to garner the treasures of the spiritual life dispersed am „ 
mystics. We think with him that the publication of this volume ;? 8 6 

»» norf of Mr \ , . U1UC 1S 


of first-class spiritual books a great service by putting on the mnrW P f 1 
and properly edited issue of J auler.” The history and life of the reverend 
doctor, most truly a pilgrim’s progress, has that “oriental fragrancie,” which 
Bunyan gives us in the progress of his pilgrim, and which arises when the 
things of the spirit are actual and real, and the things of the flesh are sub- 
ordinate. 1 he translator has succeeded in preserving the quaintness and 
freshness of the fourteenth century idiom in her translation of the history 
and the life. The introductory notice by the translator is a valuable historical 
monograph treating of a period, a movement, and a person, all of peculiar 
interest. Twenty-five of the existing eighty-four of Tauler’ s Sermons are 
included in this volume and these might well take their place with the 
Imitation as a bedside companion and friend. 

An English Church History for Children , a.d., 597-1066, by Mary E. Shipley, 
with a preface by William Edward Collins, D.D., Bishop of Gibraltar 
(Methuen & Co., 2/6 net). Miss Shipley has done a valuable service for 
parents who wish to give their children a deep-seated love for the Church 
of England. She gives us the story of our national saints and confessors 
up to the Norman Conquest. We have St. Aidan and St. Oswald, St. Patrick, 
St. Columba, St. Felix and St. Fursey, St. Wilfrid and St. Chad, and the 
Venerable Bede himself ; and the stories are told with the delightful simplicity 
proper to the days in which they occurred. The task is by no means an 
easy one, as the Bishop of Gibraltar says in his preface, and we could wish 
that the conditions of success which he lays down and which he considers 
rightly, we believe, that Miss Shipley’s book fulfils to a very remarkable 
degree, — we could wish that these conditions might be learned by heart by 
all makers of children’s books. To begin with, such a book “ must be honest 
and ingenuous, to attempt to oust ‘ history with a purpose by substituting 
history with a different purpose would only make things worse. It must 
be straightforward and connected, for children, as every true teacher knows, 
love to follow out the development of things, and do not merely desire to 
be amused with interesting anecdotes. It must be true in general proportion 
and presentation — things which are of far greater importance, t an min ^ 
accuracy in detail. And yet, again, it must be brightly an simp y wn . 
or it will never win the love of children, and if it does not succeet 
will not be remembered long.” 

Lyra Germanica, translated by Catherine Winkworth £.«£ N.wne^ 
Devotiona, Series-2/0 ne, Devout the 

quarter of the last century were conscious o P g {heir sp i r itual 

two Winkworth sisters, Catherine and Susanna, " devout. We 

Hfe by transplanting from Germany certain treasure * . and t hi s treasure 
owe them that Tauler noticed above, the ThcologmGeniL ^ sympa thy and 
of Christian hymnody. The translations are j,?^ selve / one hundred chosen 
faithfulness to the original. The hymns ’ are such a treasure 

out of the nine hundred collected by the Cheva ier u ^ ' Rownde n Palmer’s 

of j German hymns as we have of Englis 1 n mr metre m ore subtle in 

Book of Praise. The hymns are longer, more ^ arie more doctrinal than 

thought, perhaps more tender in feeling, nl c 
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Iwn • like the Book of Praise, the order is that of the Christian 

HereTc have another inspiring and comfoating bedside volume. 

t .^rhools /Macmillan I /_\ 


year. 


Here we have another inspiring am. V"°/^ -n “ c ’ 

English Literature for Secondary Schools (Macmillan, 1 A) . M 
Evay on Sir William Temple. A pleasing edition ys 

Tales from Spenser, chosen from the Fame Queene by Sophia H. MacLehose 
n/3) The tales are well told, but why not let Spenser himself tell them' 
We think children lose by the attempt to give them predigested morse i s 
from all literature. 

Castles in Sand ; How to Build Them, by W. Poynter Adams (Gay & B i rd 
1 /- net ). Mr. Adams has hit on a good idea; why indeed should children 
not get some notion of architecture when they are building their sand-castles ? 

The Gospel According to St. John, the Revised Version by Arthur Carr, M A 
St. Matthew, Arthur Carr, M.A. (Cambridge University Press, 1/6), We 
welcome these two volumes of the Revised Version for Schools, which 
should deserve as well for the public as the original Cambridge Bible for 
Schools. Mr. Carr’s short notes are never academic, are always instructive 
and often inspiring. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

Dear Editor, — I purpose publishing in book-form a series of papers on 
Children, including those which have already appeared in the Parents’ Review. 
The publisher to whom I have submitted them <s willing to undertake the 
publication provided I can guarantee the sale of 350 copies at 3s. 6 d. I should 
be glad if those members of the P.N.E.U. or subscribers to the Parents’ 
Review who would be willing to take a copy or copies would be so good as to 

send their name and address to me, stating how many copies they would care 
to have. 

Shawtord, near Winchester. EDITH Escombe ( Mtss >* 


thank* fn ADAM ’ . p y° u a ^ 0w me to sen d “ over sea ” a line of personal 
tt p • h F ai * tlc e * n the June number of the Parents’ Magazine, re 
the main ra * f Re P ort * on particular, that referring to “ fear ” being 

and it is q u i t e d^ 1 ig h ^ fu ^to see The tl cf ht^ \ ^ ** yeM8# 

mind. See the thought so ably set forth in print by another 

direct"” anTwhatV 111 ” 1 '' hard ' y reallse the difference between the “lie 
condition which most'eVl^ the " romancin g phase” — for it seems a 

harm, either to TheL^ ™ may conclude, without 

purpose, but the untruth F . 0t 1 ? rs ’ P oss ibly it serves some unthought of 
I know in the case of ni ^ erSlstec ^ * n ’ sur ely implies a back-ground of fears, 
and governesses that tlip °" !' tV '°’ ** bas 'dways been impressed on nurses 
and I am happy to sav no^' S u°' dd never be threatened with punishment, 
accord, to confess their haSever been told . and they come of their own 
‘rust and love. ° Wn misdem eanours. I am a great advocate of 

You " ° 

Jt is simply growing 3 ,!°™*!,°* ble nau ghty children is quite to my mind, 
niaid, aged eight, remarked ti ° r tbe ^ r t0 ° ex uberant spirits. Our little 
1 don’t think it is any use r''” evenin g when saying her prayers, 

! >Ut 1 ex pcct I’ll be just the k g °° d t0 make me g° od - I’ll try to be better, 
)Ut ’ as y°u put it, ” it i, th e Same to ' morr °w,” and very probably she was ; 

the new spirit in antagonism to control’’ 
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The Parents' Magazine is such a boon to interested parents and teachers, 

, ea gerly looked-for every month, I am astonished that so high a standard 
a0t be so long maintained by all its articles. We, in Victoria, are such a 
Ca paratively new branch, that it will take some time to disseminate the 
p’n F U. principles, lhe branch, for which I am Secretary numbers fifty 
embers, and already, I think, good has resulted from some of the meetings, 
me , tw<3 ’ drawing-room discussions— on “ The Employment of Children’s 
arl . ure •> and “ Home Lessons.” In this terrible age of competitive 
animations leisure is sadly lacking in some young lives, and until the 
6X llv student age begins, I feel sure, setting tasks for home, which keep 
employed till late at night must be injurious. Seven medical men 
!vere present, and one and all denounced the system. 

I really must apologise for allowing my pen to run on so long. Again 
thanking you for the pleasure and help your article has given. 

^ Believe me, sincerely yours, 

- E. D. 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR GALLANT JAPANESE ALLIES. 

Word has been sent from Japan that at the present time thousands upon 
thousands of Japanese are learning English and the other languages of Europe, 
and exceptionally few foreign books of a good tendency are to be had there, 
while their own modern literature may be described as somewhat resembling 
te French novels, that form the staple of the foreign literature as yet m 

Muller, whose favourite pupil • , , books are already in 

Iwasaki bought the library for the y ’ needed for t heir proper housing. 

Tokyo, though there is as yet a sum o Circu i a tin g and Lending 

Mr. Takakusu now desires to establish a g P P „ th h he hastens to 
Library, and asks for “ the books that you ha ’ There must in many 

add that new books will also be ‘ very w * ^ author s, that are 

old country houses be a store of 00 ® J i ess0 n books and story books, 

not in frequent use, besides discar ec c 1 publishers must surely often 

scientific primers and the like. Our ed 0 , toUs . th a, have not 

have their shelves ovei weighted with ‘ ^ h they were intended, or that 
been taken up by the public schools who i cs ome romances in the 

have been early discarded? ass1 ^ . acce ptable. The Japanese reques 
various languages of Europe, wi a ora torios, pleading that music 

also that old music may be sent, e 1 

the universal language.” tunity presented for influencing 

Never before was such °P p ^ 4 P 000 Japanese students c 

thought of another nation, and b ® bK • tbe College for Foreign Langu g . 
Tokyo University, and the 40C l stu i® chinese students m J a P an ' 


thought of another nation, ana ” ^7 be ' college for Foreign Languages, 

Tokyo University, and Chinese students in Japan, to 

there are already upwards se are continuing^' ^ chinawiU 


mere are aireauy — ■ T „„ anf . se are continuing l “~“ ” , -in will 

expected, while large numbers o J P ThuS t h e millions o 

qualify themselves as instructors m • desp atched. Mr. 

also be reached. i as already oeeu i 

A consignment ot 1,250 v ° unl steamship company ° - h 

Takakusu has arranged with a Japanese rt ^ to olace a building 

books gratis to Japan, with an 


SLh'iS ti place a 



